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S  I  R, 

YOU  may  remember,  that  being  at  your 
Table,  when  the  publick  Papers  gave  us 
the  Account  of  the  Cherokee  Chiets  hav¬ 
ing  been  prefented  to  his  Majefty ;  and  the  Ques¬ 
tion  being  afked.  What  the  Name  Cherokee  import¬ 
ed  f  I  haftily  anfwered,  “  It  means,  I  fuppofe,  the 
“painted  Indian  ;  and  by  this  Mark  I  judge  him 
“  to  be  a  Defcendent  of  Mejhek  •,  and  luppole  upon 
u  Enquiry  he  will  be  found  to  be  more  nearly  al- 
“  lied  to  the  old  Britons ,  than  we  fufpect  him 
u  to  be.” 

It  could  not  be  expected  that  a  Declaration, 
Seemingly  fo  whimfical,  would  be  received  but  in 
the  pleafant  manner  it  was  by  You  and  your  Com¬ 
pany  :  and  yet  upon  maturer  Thoughts,  I  found  it 
probable,  that  I  might  not  have  been  greatly  mil- 
taken  ;  and  that  my  Conjecture  was  not  altogether 
unworthy  of  a  more  lerious  Consideration.  I  ac¬ 
quainted  you  afterwards,  that  I  would  take  Some 
Pains  in  examining  further  what  I  had  laid,  and 
would  lay  before  you  the  Refult  of  my  Enquiry  : 
which  I  Shall  now  do  in  the  following  Sheets. 

The  Article  in  the  London  Evening  Poll  of  Sat. 
July  ioth,  ran  thus, 

“  Lhurfday  the  Cherokee  King  and  his  two  Chiefs 

“  had  their  firll  Admittance  to  his  Majefty - - 
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They  are  Men  of  middling  Stature,  feem  to  have 
no  I  lair  ujDon  thar  Heads,  and  wear  a  Kind  of 
^  Skull  Cap ;  iheir  Faces  and  Necks  are  fo  be- 

“duftarolWlth  t  C°arfe  f°rt  of  Paint  of  a  Brick- 
„  £uft  C1olour’  ^hat  1C  is  impoffible  to  fay  of  what 

“  Sl?K|eX1°u  theyrare;  their  Necks  are  ftreak’d 
“  a  finebS]dnPaint’  f°methinS  refembling  Veins  in 

What  thofe  Circumjiances  are  in  this  Account, 
which  induced  me  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Cherokees 
are  defcended  from  Mejhek  a  Son  of  JapheL  I  fliall 
point  out,  as  I  go  along  :  and  the  Principle  I  fhall 
proceed  upon  to  prove  a  Samenefs  of  Origin  is  * 
Similitude  of  Manners ;  in  fuch  ftriking  and  impor¬ 
tant  Particulars,  as  may  be  reafonably  judg'd  to  be 
peculiar  to  Mefloekh  Family.  For  the  prefent  un- 
lilguis  d  Simplicity  of  the  Cherokees  and  other 
American  Nations  offer  us  the  faireft  Opportunity 
of  afcertainmg  the  Origin  of  each  with  a  Degree  of 
Certainty  ;  and  lome  learned  Men  have  in  faft  at¬ 
tempted  to  do  this,  as  you  will  prefently  fee. 
However  I  muft  confefs,  that  my  Enquiry  has  been 
much  narrowed  by  the  little  Information  I  have 
had  of  the  Cherokee' s  Cuitoms ;  and  all  I  have  to 

,°  fet,down  fuch  Cuftoms,  as  obtained  among 
the  Dependents  of  Mejhek ;  whereby  you  will  judge 
how  far  the  latter  comport  with  the  former,  and' 
what  kind  of  Proof  that  Agreement  is  of  their 
being  one  and  the  fame  People. 

But  before  I  attempt  to  prove  a  Similitude  of 
Manners  between  the  Cherokees  and  the  Sons  of 

y-j  -  it  needfary  to  evince  the  leading 

Principle,  on  which  I  promifed  to  proceed,  and 
to  fhew  what  Reafons  I  have  to  infer  a  Samenefs  of 
Origin  from  a  Likenefs  of  Manners  ;  and  how  thofe 
Manners,  which  may  be  reafonably  judg’d  peculiar 
to  a  family,  may  be  difeern'd  and  aj  certain' d. 
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i.  As  to  my  firft  Point,  it  is  evident  to  me,  that 
there  are  certain  Not,®  Gentiliti,®  or  Family 
Marks ,  which  were  intended  to  diftinguilh,  and 
for  ever  to  keep  feparate  the  three  Sons  of  Noah 
and  their  Defcendents,  who  are  recorded  in  Gen. 
io.  to  have  peopled  the  whole  Earth.  Thefe  are 
thole  Marks,  by  which  Mofes  tells  us  they  were  di¬ 
vided  after  their  Families :  where  the  Word  he  ufes 
[ms]  has  a  very  fignificant  Meaning,  denoting 
fuch  a  Difference,  as  fhould  make  it  impoffible  for 
them  to  mix  and  blend  together  •,  fuch  a  Diftinc- 
t;on  of  Nature,  as  there  is  between  the  leveral 
Species  of  Creatures,  which  cannot  be  crols’d  ; 
but  though  they  mix  with  Creatures  of  another 
Sort,  yet  no  third  Being  can  be  propagated  by  the 
other  two :  Hence  the  fame  Word  is  the  Hebrew 
Name  for  a  Mule ;  which,  though  it  be  the  IfTue 
of  the  Horle  and  Afs,  yet  hath  no  Power  to  raife 
a  new  Species  like  to  itfelf.  In  like  manner,  tho’ 
divers  Individuals  all  over  the  World  mix  and  in¬ 
corporate  with  different  People,  and  in  length  of 
Time  afiimilate  themfelves  to  the  Ways  and  Man¬ 
ners  of  thofe,  with  whom  they  fojourn  ;  yet  thefe 
Mules a  will  never  raife  a  People  of  a  third  Sort 

compounded  of  the  other  two.  -  In  great 

Knowledge ,  fays  the  Son  of  Sirach,  Ecclus.  33.  n. 
the  Lord,  hath  divided ,  repeating  Mofes’ s  Word,  the 
Sons  of  Adam ,  and  hath  made  their  Ways  divers. 
Thele  W  ords  fhew  11s  by  whom ,  and  in  what  man¬ 
ner  this  Divifion  was  made  ;  the  Lord  made  their 
Nays  divers :  and  as  this  Diverfity  of  Ways  and 
Manners  was  intended  to  help  us  in  dividing  or  fe- 
parating  the  various  Families  of  Mankind;  may 

a  Cyrus  is  called  by  the  Oracle  the  Mule-King,  Hcrodot.  1.  I . 

p.  22.  becaufe  his  Father  was  a  Perfian,  and  his  Mother  a 
Ma/e. 
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not  the  Samenefs  of  Manners  be  judg’d  a  fafe  and 
unerring  Rule  for  tracing  out  the  fame  Family  ?  or, 
in  other  Words,  if  the  Ways  of  each  Family  were 
made  by  the  God  of  Nature  divers,  and  what  he 
then  made  was  defigned  to  put  a  Mark  of  Diffe- 
lence  between  that  family  and  all  others;  fhould 
we  not  avail  ourfelves  of  this  Information,  and  a- 
gree  that  there  are  certain  Notes  and  Characters, 
which  diftinguifh  one  People  from  another,  and 
which,  carefully  attended  to,  may  enable  us  to 
diftinguifh  them  ?  Yes,  Sir,  they  will ;  even 
thiough  the  Number  of  Ages  that  are  fince  pall, 
and  the  manifold  Contingencies  of  Life,  which 
confpire  to  confound  them. 

For  the  Mark  of  Difference,  the  Nota  Gentilitia , 
as  I  term  it,  which  the  God  of  Nature  has  ftamp’d, 
mufc  be  indelible  ;  it  will  for  ever  operate,  and 
in  the  fame  uniform  Manner ,  though  not  in  the 
fame  Degree ,  on  the  Paffions  and  Inclinations  of 
Mankind  :  and  fo  we  are  aifured  it  will  be  found  to 
have  done  at  the  final  confummation  of  all  Things  by 
the  God  of  Nature  himfelf.  For  when  his  Prophet 
Ezekiel  tells  us,  that  in  the  lait  Day,  certain  Sons 
of  Japhet  fhall  combine  to  annoy  and  diffrefs  Man¬ 
kind  ;  and  that  among  thefe  Mejhek ,  Chap.  38.  2. 
fhall  arife,  I  am  not  at  Liberty  to  doubt,  whether 
this  family  fhall  not  then  exijl ;  or  whether  it  will 
not  be  divided ,  as  it  was  at  firft,  from  the  other 
families  of  the  Earth.  And  though  I  ingenuoufly 
own  there  are  fundry  Reafons,  which  make  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  account,  How  the  Difference,  firft  put  be¬ 
tween  the  Sons  of  Noah ,  fhould  be  preferved 
through  the  ftrange  and  manifold  Viciffitudes  of  the 
World  ;  yet  I  fubmit  my  own  Judgment,  and  with¬ 
out  great  Difficulty,  to  this  exprefs  Declaration  of 
Scripture  ;  and  becaufe  I  truly  believe,  that  Me¬ 
jhek  s  family  will  remain,  and  be  found  to  be  diftinCt 
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from  other  Families,  therein  mention’d  by  the  Pro¬ 
phet,  at  the  End  of  Time,  I  fhall  therefore  take 
the  more  Pains  to  find  out,  as  well  as  I  am  able, 
his  prefent  Abode. 

2.  How  this  Not  a  Gentilitia ,  or  Family -Mark, 
may  be  defcried  and  afcertain’d  is  the  other  Point 
to  be  confider’d.  And  the  Rule  I  venture  to  lay 
down  for  this  Purpofe,  is  a  careful  Attention  to  the 
fever al  Imports  and  Meanings  of  Nominis  Genti- 
litii  the  Family  Name .  For  what  Mr.  Bochart  b 
fays  of  Ham's  Name,  that  it  was  not  given  him 
fine  Numine ,  without  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  is  as 
true  of  all  the  other  Names  that  are  fet  down  in 
Gen.  io.  they  are  all  exprefiive  and  declaratory  of 
the  Genius  and  "Temper ,  the  Occupation  and  Manners 
of  their  refpedtive  Owners ;  fometimes  alio  of  their 
Situation ,  and  the  Produce  of  it.  I  have  moreover 
the  furer  Word  of  Scripture  for  affirming  of  Me- 
Jhek ,  as  well  as  any  other  Patriarch,  that  as  is  his 
Name ,  fo  is  He ,  i  Sam .  25.  25.  and  the  Authority 
of  that  will  alfo  juftify  me  —  in  laying  as  great  a 
ftrefs,  as  I  fliall  want  to  put,  on  Mefhck' s  Name  — 

—  in  calling  in  to  my  Affiftance  likewile  fuch 
Words,  as  bear  a  diftant  Affinity  to  his  true  Name, 
or  even  found  only  like  it  —  in  giving  not  only 
one  but  many  Etymologies,  and  thofe  too  of  con¬ 
trary  and  oppofite  Senfes  c  of  the  fame  Name 

—  laftly,  in  averting  that  a  Change  of  the  Name 
for  another  of  the  fame  Import,  makes  no  Altera¬ 
tion  in  fadt ;  that  the  fame  Family  is  intended  un- 

1 

b  Phaleg.  1.  4.  c.  I.  e  Zebulotf*  Name  is  evidently 

fetch’d  from  two  different  Words,  from  "TUf,  lecaufe  God  had 
endowed  Leah  with  a  good  Dowry  ;  and  from  for  her  Huf- 
hand  would  now  dwell  with  her .  And  Jofeph' s  from  two  Words 
not  only  of  different  Letters,  but  of  oppofite  Senfes,  Sc 
becaufe,  faid  Rachel ,  God  hath  taken  away  my  Reproach ,  and  he 
jhall add  to  me  another  Son.  Gen.  3°. 
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der  each  whether  they  are  call’d  MofchL  Ma- 
crones  or  Cherokees ;  as  well  as  the  fame  Perfons, 
under  the  different  Appellations  of  Jerubbaal \nd 
JerubboJheth,  Peter  and  Cephas,  Efau  and  Seir 
3.  Mejhek  was  the  Son  of  Japhet.  From  hence 
it  follows,  that,  if  the  Cherokees  are  defcended 
from  him,  we  may  without  Hefitation  determine 
a  Queftion,  which  your  Paper  doth  not,  and  pre- 
ciiely  know  of  what  Complexion  they  are  •  Thev  are 
White  Men.  For  the  three  Sons^ of  Noah ,  Stem, 
Ham^  and  Japhet,  have  left  an  indelible  Mark  on 
their  refpeftive  Children  ;  by  which  they  are  dif- 
criminated  at  this  Day  from  one  another  ;  a  Mark 
imported  in  their  own  d  Names,  and  pointing  out 
their  Defcent  by  their  different  Complexions  of 
Black,  Sallow,  or  Mulatto,  and  White.  You  fee, 
Sir,  the  Hazard  I  run  at  my  firft  fetting  out ;  for 
if  the  Cherokees  are  Mulattoes,  i.  e.  of  a  fallow  Com¬ 
plexion  like  the  yew  or  'Turk,  then  are  they  not  the 
Offfpring  of  Mejhek  ;  and  all,  I  fhall  fay  hereafter, 
will  juft  come  to  nothing.  All  the  Sons  o f  Japhet 
are  Europeans ,  i.  c.  Whites ;  for  the  laft  Appella¬ 
tion  is  an  Explanation  e  0f  their  Father’s  Name 
and  means  the  lame  Thing ;  whence  it  appears, 
that  Japhet  has  the  Honour  of  leaving  his  Name, 
thus  obfcured,  to  our  Quarter  of  the  World  ;  as 
his  Son  Javan  hath  in  a  Greek  Word,  f  of  the  fame 

d  tzrn  aduftus,  ODIlit  fufcatus,  &  “IXD  DD»  candidus  ore. 
Hence  the  faying  o i  Abulfaragius,  cited  in  Nods  variorum  of  Sulp. 
Severus  L.  i.  p.  18.  Noa  dedit  Hamo  regionem  nigrorum,  Semo 
juf corum  &  lapheto  rubrorum.  Hence  Mahomet,  the  Mulatto 
denounced  War  againft  the  Blacks  and  Reds. 

e  plK  or  S'Dn  Tin  Ettropa,  as  Mr.  Bochart,  lucidus  ore. 

J  Amsg  winch  is  the  Greek  word  for  |V  Mud  or  Dirt  "Am; 
rx  IxonrS,  as  ,1  pc  Under  us  calls  him,  which  may  ftand  for  Javan 
the  Son  ok  Japhet  -,  though  the  Mythologift,  Iconfefs  unluckily, 
transforms  him  into  the  other  Sex,  and  calls  him  the  Wife. 
Boibart  offers  another  Conjecture, 

Import 
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Import  to  Afia  ;  and  thefe  two,  the  fineft  Quarters 
of  the  known  World,  falling  to  the  Lot  of  Japhet 
and  his  Sons,  and  being  denominated  from  them, 
fully  evince  in  what  ample  manner  the  Prediction 
of  Noah  hath  been  fulfill’d,  that  God  would  enlarge 
the  Border  of  Japhet :  and  more  fully  ftill,  when 
we  come  to  confider  how  great  a  Part  of  America 
hath  been  peopled  by  his  Dependents. 

Mr.  Bochart  with  great  Probability  directs  us, 
where  we  may  find  Mefoek,  and  lurvey  his  Man¬ 
ners  ;  having  placed  him  and  his  Brother  Tubal  at 
Pontus *  the  eaftern  Parts  of  Japhet’s  Lot ;  which 
at  firft  lay  between  Taurus  ( Judith  2.  22.)  and  the 
Ifles  of  the  Sea,  or  the  Sea  of  Ifiands,  the  Age  an  g 
Sea  :  And  in  that  fpace  we  muft  certainly  look  for 
the  firft  Settlement  of  all  Japhet* s  Sons.  This  may 
furprize  you,  Sir  ;  and  you  may  poftibly  alk  me, 
“I  i  Mejhek  was  fettled  at  Pontus ,  how  fnould  any 
“  of  his  Sons  pafs  over  into  America ;  or  how  can 
cc  the  Cherokee  Americans  be  defcended  from  him  ?” 
I  anfwer,  learned  Men  have  enabled  me  to  account 
for  this  very  well;  having  found  out  two  Paftages 
for  thefe  Afiatics  into  America ,  either  by  the 
Streights  of  Amen,  as  Mr.  Bochart h  and  Others 
fuppofe ;  or  from  Norway  through  Iceland ,  as  Mr. 
Grotius 1  rather  believed.  But  thele  Gentlemen  give 
us  very  little  Help  in  difcovering,  who  the  firft  In¬ 
habitants  of  North  America  were  :  the  former  calls 
them  Scythians,  the  latter  Natives  of  Norway.  How¬ 
ever  Dr.  Edw.  Bernard  is  more  precife  and  exprefs. 


g  Hence  it  took  it's  Name,  JEgaan,  I  think,  tZP  thc>’ 
Mr.  Bochart  gives  other  Etymologies, 
h  Phaleg.  L.  3.  c.  1. 

i  Cmnes  ferme  Populos,  qui  cis  Jfthmum  funt  Panama,  cx 
Norwagia  ortos  arbitror.  Diflcrt.  de  origine  Gentium  Ancricnn* 

— - •  1642. 
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tv  lhng  U3  that  the  Inhabitants  of  E  orvoay  as  well  as 
all  the  northern  Nations  of  Europe  are  the  Depen¬ 
dents  of  the  Cappadocians ,  Colchans ,  &c.  and  thefe 
of  Mefhek,  Tubal  and  NLagog.^  It  is  firange  that 
the  learned  Profeflor  forgot  to  join  Ttras  with  the 
other  Brothers  ;  who,  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  gave 
Birth  to  the  more  warlike  and  favage  Americans. 
But  be  this  as  it  may;  the  Ufe  I  fhall  make  of 
thele  Opinions  is  this,  that  if  they  have  their 
weight,  it  is  very  cafy  for  me  to  make  out  a  Title 
for  Mefoek  to  a  Settlement  in  thefe  Parts;  and  if  I 
place  him  among  the  Cherokees,  in  particular,  I  fhall 
give  you  my  Reafons  for  fo  doing. 

4.  But  to  examine  the  Merit  of  thefe,  you  mull  be 
contented  to  take  a  Trip  with  me  over  to  Pontus,an& 
behold  the  Sons  of  Mejhek  in  their  anticnt  Drefs-, 
and  to  lurvey  their  Manners ,  in  that  Part  of  the 
World.  And  let  me  premife  that  the  Import  of  the 
Name  will  fometimes  inform  us,  what  Kind  of  Si¬ 
tuation  the  Bearer  of  it  chole  ;  and  not  only  where 
but  in  what  manner  we  may  expeft  to  find  his  Sons 
dwelling  together.  Thus  for  infiance  a  Sun-burnt 
inland  Country  well  fuited  with  Corner' s  Name; 
which  being  called  Phrygia  and  Cimmeria,  exprefs’d 
the  exceffive  Heat  of  the  Situation,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  retained  the  Name  of  its  firft  Inhabitant.  In 
like  Manner  the  Meaning  of  ‘Javan's  Name  dire<5ls 
us  to  look  for  him  in  the  low  and  fenny  Parts,  on 
the  Banks  of  Ilermus ,  Meander  and  Cayftrus.  And 
in  general  the  Patronymics  ending  in  im,  as  Miz- 
raim  &c.  are  not  to  be  called  plural  Nouns,  as 
fome  very  learned  Men  fuppofe,  but  mean  that 
they,  to  whom  inch  Names  are  given,  fhould  fet- 

k  Has  d  eni  jne  Gentes  fparferunt  Sc  Mofoches  &  Thobclus  & 
Migoges,  tot  incrementa  Japeri.  Jn  his  Pref.  to  his  Etymol. 
Brit,  publifli’d  with  Dr.  Hickn's  Inftitutiones  Anglo  Sax. 
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tie  on  the  Sea-Coaft,  or  in  a  watry  Soil :  Hence 
we  find  all  the  Sons  of  Mizraim  to  have  Names, 
ending  as  their  Father’s,  and  not  one  of  the  Sons  of 
Corner .  Mejhek' s  Situation  alfo  patly  comports 
with  his  Name;1  for  we  find  him  fpreading  him- 
felf  along  the  Ridge  of  Mountains,  called  from 
him,  Montes  Mofchici ,  the  Hills  of  Mejhek  ;  and  his 
Family,  as  Mr.  Bocbart  oblerves,  may  properly 
be  ftyled  in  the  Words  of  Ifaiah  18.2.  a  People 
meted  out  or  extended  ;  and  therefore  fome  of  them 
were  furnarned  Macrones ,  the  long-extended  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  while  others  of  them,  who  lived  in  the  Val- 
lies,  were  difperfed  in  Villages,  confifting  perhaps 
of  a  few  Hutts  only,  placed,  as  Xenophon  fays  of 
fome  of  them,  at  the  Diftance  of  80  Furlongs  or 
more.  This  Obfervation,  m  trifling  as  it  may  feem, 
was  not  fo  in  its  Conlequence  ;  for  this  loofe  and 

1  qti’D  Judg.  4.  6.  See  is  ufed  of  a  Company  of  Men,  who 
draw  out,  extend,  and  fpread  themfelves  ;  and  “j'272)  \ H  Gen. 
15.  2.  is  Filins  Difcurfionis ,  a  buttling,  bufv  Servant.  Apollo¬ 
nius  deferibes  L.  2.  v.  1018.  the  Mofynseci  in  the  fame  manner, 
Itv  ovpioo  vcuiTutvi n,  and  the  Cherokees  are  faid,  “  to  inhabit  a- 
“  mong  the  Mountains,  from  whence  the  River  Savannah  de- 
feends. 

m  Vhaleg.  L.  3.  c.  12.  m  Gens  trafta,  s.  in  lorgum 

extenfa.  The  Prophet  is  fuppofed  to  fpeak  there  of  Pgyptf  the 
Land  which  i  prefume  may  be  render’d  limoja 

Or  as,  the  fenny  Goafs.  And  it  mutt  be  deem’d  a  Matter  Piece  of 
Jofepb's  good  Policy,  and  wife  Adminittration,  that  he  removed 
this  fcattered  and  divided  People  into  Cities,  Gen.  47.  21.  i.  e. 
form’d  them  into  Bodies  politic  ;  and  fo  became  in  fa 61  the  In- 
ftituter  of  the  Egyptian  N ouo\  or  Principalities.  This,  I  pre- 
iume,  is  the  true  Meaning  of  Mofcs  in  this  ttrangely  perverted 
Text.  For  in  Hiphil  is  ufed  for  a  Shepherd’s  gathering 
his  Flock  into  the  Fold;  and  the  Hebrew  anfwets  to  the 
Latin  Civ  it  as ;  the  five  Cities  of  the  Philiftines  fignifying  their 
five  States  or  Principalities  ;  a  Form  of  Government,  which 
they  borrowed  from  their  Kinfmcn  the  Egyptians.  This  Aft  of 
yefepb  anfwers  to  that,  which  Plutarcb  ttyles  the  godlike  Atl  of 
'Ibefeus ;  and  bis  Words  evvuKm  tv "  and  Cicero's  Tbe- 
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ftroliing  Way  of  Life  was  the  Means  of  keeping 
them  more  difunited  from,  and  lefs  dependent  on^ 
each  other;  and  in  Fa6t  we  find  them  a  vague 
and  defultory  People  ;  without  thofe  Connexions, 
that  are  necefiary  to  conftitute  Society  ;  bandying 
in  Parties,  and  each  Party  keeping  itfelf  divided 
fiom  the  reft ;  and  fo  Mefoek' s  Sons  come  down  to 
us  under  the  manifold  Denomination  of  Moffynceci 
and  Mofchi ,  Macrones ,  and  Byzares ,  Beehives ,  Sapi- 
ves  and  STzanii ,  and  of  Scythini  alio,  a  Derivative 
from  the  lalt  Syllable  of  their  Father’s  Name ;  and 
which  afterwards  gave  Rife  to  a  like  Appellation, 
by  which  they  are  now  better  known. 

5.  For  Mefoek  or  Mojhek  is  the  Scythian ,  n  in  that 
retrained  fenfe,  wherein  a  Scythian  means  one  who 
dwelleth  in  Tents,  or  in  Carts,  or,  as  did  fome  of 
Mcfoek’s  Sons,  in  wooden  Cages,  and  Towers.  The 
Name  is  given  indeed  to  many  other  Families, 
which  differ’d  from  Mefoek' s  not  only  in  this,  but 
many  other  material  Circumftances  ;  a  Scythian 
meaning  any  one,  who  was  an  Inhabitant  of  the 
immenfe  Regions  of  ' Tl  artary ,  in  the  general  Senfe 

feus  /It  tic  os  migrare  ex  agris ,  &  in  Hjhi  omnes  fe  confer  re  jujft, 
arc  a  better  i  ranflation  of  Mofes's  Words,  than  that  which  the 
Greek  Verfiona  give. 

n  1  he  Name  Scytbee  is,  I  fuppofc,  a  contraction  of  Succa+ 
tboe,  or  S cot  hot  <e ;  as  Scytbopolis  is  rightly  conjectured  by  Mr. 
Reland  in  his  Valafina  illuft .  to  Hand  for  Succotbopolis  ;  and 
both  of  them  from  "pD  or  "pTC/  a  Tent.  Herodotus  fays,  that  the 
Scytba?  were  firit  called  Scbolota ?,  which  perhaps  is  a  falfe  {pelt¬ 
ing  tor  the  former  Name  Scothotse .  Remarkable  it  is,  that  the 
feveral  Branches  of  Mejhek's  Family,  vvhilft  they  remain’d  in 
Hfiay  are  called  Scythians  ;  as  the  M of unes  by  HeJ'ycbius  ;  the 
Macrones  by  Apollonius' s  Scholiaft.  L.  2.  1.  394.  and  the  Sapi- 
res  1.  397.  This  Name  extends  to  all  the  various  Clanns  of 
Scythians ,  however  dillioguith’d  by  Strabo  L.  11.  p.  492.  and 
is  that  family  Mark,  among  others,  whereby  1  oppofe  them 
to  the  Thracians,  the  Sons  of  liras,  with  whom  they  arc  gene¬ 
rally  confounded. 

of 


/ 


/ 


(  II  ) 

of  that  Word,  in  which  certainly  the  moil  learned 
Bochart  is  to  be  underftood,  when  he  fays  that 
North  America  was  firft  peopled  by  the  Scythians . 
But  I  fuppofe  that  all  the  Sons  of  Mejloek  were  not 
Scythians ,  i.  e.  Dwellers  in  Tentsy  &c.  the  Name  is 
appropriated  to  thole  Tribes  and  Branches  of  his 
Family,  who  made  this  fenfe  of  their  Father’s 
Name  the  Note  and  Charadteriftic  of  their  Family. 
Mejhek  then,  according  to  this  Etymology  of  his 
Name,  is  the  Father  of  them  that  dwell  in  Fents ; 
and  this  in  the  Scripture  Ufe  means  thole,  that 
tend  and  feed  Cattle ,  Gen.  4.  20.  Thus  Mofes  cha- 
*  rafterifes  Jacobs  he  was  a  plain  Man  dwelling  in 
Fentsy  Gen.  25.  27.  which  he  afterwards  explains. 
Chap.  46.  34.  and  47.  3.  A  Man  of  Cattle ,  whofe 
Trade  and  Occupation  it  had  been  from  his  youth 
to  tend  Flocks  and  Herds ;  or  to  till  the  Ground, 
and  grow  Corn,  as  Ifaac  did,  Gen .  26.  12. 

It  is  confefs’d,  That  this  Way  of  living  common 
as  it  was  to  many  other  People,  will  not  diltin- 
guilh  the  Sons  of  Mefheky  without  fome  other  Note. 
The  Arabian  Scenit<ey  and  the  African  Nomades 
were  Scythians  too  ;  but  the  former,  if  the  Sons  of 
Cujhy  as  Mr.  Bochart  fuppofes  P.  L.  4.  c.  2.  or  of 
Ifomael  \  and  the  latter  the  Sons  of  Phuty  are  eafily 
difcriminated  from  Mejhek' s  Pofterity  by  their  Com¬ 
plexion  \  and  if  thefe  laft  were  the  only  Family  of 
the  Line  of  Japhety  who  were  Dwellers  in  Tents, 
then  may  they  be  mark’d  out  and  feparated  by  this 
Character ;  and  the  white  or  European  Scythian 
will  mean  in  particular  a  Son  of  Mrfjck.  But,  ftu- 
dious  as  every  Family  always  was  of  preferving  a 
faithful  Remembrance  of  their  Defcent,  and  tranf- 
mitting  it  by  certain  Marks  to  their  Pofterity,  if 
the  foremention’d  Appellation  doth  not  fufficiently 
particularize  the  Sons  of  Mefl:eky  we  may  be  lure 
of  finding  other  Circumftances  in  their  Manners, 

that 
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that  will.  And  there  is  one,  which  offers  itfelf  to 

us  that  will  diftinguifh  Mejhek  and  his  Sons  moft 

effectually. 

6.  tor  he  is  a  Pi5l,  or  the  painted0  Man  ;  be- 
lmeared,  juit  as  the  Cherckees  are  reported  to  have 
been,  with  what  our  Verhon,  in  the  Text  I  have 
cited,  calls  Vermilion,  but  the  Hebrew  Word  fig- 
iiifies  a  kind  of  Oker,  with  which  the  Antients 
were  wont  to  paint  their  Ships ;  of  a  dujky  Red, 
cah  1  lometimes  Sinopis,  from  the  Town  Sinope  in 
Mejhek’ s  Neighbourhood,  becaufe  the  Oker  ex¬ 
ported  from  thence  was  accounted,  fays  Strabo ,  p. 
^4-0*  the  beft.  Xenophon ,  who  was  an  Eye-witnefs 
of  what  he  relates,  informs  us  in  what  manner  the 
MoJJyn<eci  [lo  named  from  the  wooden  Houfes  in 
vidiioh  they  dwelt ;  for  they  were  Scythians  or  See- 
nit* ]  were  painted  ;  telling  us  “  that  the  Children 
“  of  Note  and  Fafhion,  being  well  fed  with  boil’d 
“Chefnuts,  were  plump  and  very  fair,  and  almoft 
“as  fat  as  long,  being  painted  on  the  Back,  and 
“  mark  d  or  ftreak’d  before  like  Flowers.”  p  How¬ 
ever  this  Cuftom  was  not  confined  to  the  Children  •, 


o  Jer.  22.  14.  painted  with  Vermilion ,  It 

was  this  Circumftance  in  the  Cherokee's  Drefs,  that  induced  me 
to  call  them  the  Sons  of  IMejhek  ;  but  whether  they  name  them- 
fclves  Cherokeesy  for  this  Reafon,  I  cannot  fay.  Jn  a  following 
Note  I  fhall  afTign  another  Etymology  of  their  Name  ;  on 
which,  however,  I  lay  no  ftrefs,  though  I  am  perfwaded  that 
very  many  Words  in  the  northern  Languages  are  of  Hebrew 
Original. 


p  UotyAXisg  Is  rcc  voi roey  rh  suTrroobiv  ncarx  'laiy^Uovg  ctv&t- 

f/.tov.  Learned  Men  differ  in  explaining  the  laid  Word  u&iptor 
but  whereas  l  lefyehius  fays,  Tig  yjv  sv  zoig  k!oo7,  it 

wns  a  Line  or  Streak,  winding  like  Ivy  in  Pillars ,  i.  e.  like  the 
Vein  in  Stone  or  Marble,  J  may  avail  myfelf  of  this  Particular  in 
the  manner  or  way  <  f  painting,  wherein  they  and  the  Cberokees 
agtee,  though  I  confels  the  word  7roixl\oty  which  implies  a  va¬ 
riety  of  Colours,  doth  not  correfpond  with  the  Indian  Pradice. 
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for  Diodorus r  allures  us,  that  they  were  all  Jo 
painted  from  their  Infancy  ;  and  other  Authors  a- 
gree  thereto,  as  may  be  feen  in  Dr.  Hutchinfon’s 
Notes  on  Xenophon's  Anabafts. 

Here  are  two  Circumftances,  Sir,  which  you 
will  difcern,  wherein  thefe  Dependents  of  Mejhek 
agree  with  the  Cherokees  in  the  Manner  of  pain  tins* 
themfelves :  they  both  ufe  more  than  one  fort  of 
Paint ;  and  on  the  Forepart  of  the  Body,  they  are 
both  fcor  d  and  fireak'd  in  Lines,  drawn  out  in 
Length  [alluding  perhaps  in  this  particular  to  their 
Father’s  Name  J  refembling  the  Veins  in  Marble, 
or  the  human  Body.  It  is  true,  this  Method  was 
not  obferved  by  all  the  Sons  of  Mejhek,  who  paint¬ 
ed  themfelves ;  every  Tribe  or  Clan  did  this  ac¬ 
cording  to  it’s  own  Will,  and  in  Inch  a  Way  as 
might  diftinguifh  it  from  the  reft.  Some  of  them 
ftain’d  their  Hair  and  Body  with  a  blue  Paint ; s 
others  again  prick’d  the  Marks  upon  the  Flefli 
with  a  Needle  ;  1  others  moreover  put  the  Paint 
not  on  the  Body  but  their  Clothing;  which  fome 
of  them  made  of  the  Bark  of  Trees,  and  others  of 
the  Skins  of  Bealls  :  nor  was  the  Quantity  of  Paint 
tiled  always  the  fame  ;  but  among  lome  of  them, 
every  Man  was  painted  either  more  or  lei's  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  Rank  and  Quality. u  But  as  thefe  diffe¬ 
rent  Ways  of  painting,  preferved  uniformly  by 


T  AtrxtrX;  **  touSof  n-yuxci  Tom  tarot  tu  rojtt  i&.rxm- 

7ro*Kih%-ctf.  L.  14.  p.  413. 

s  So  A.  Marcellinus  fays  of  the  Agathyfi,  interftindli  funt  co- 
lorc  caeruleo,  corpora  fimul  &  crines.  L.  31.  c.  2.  The  blue 
Colour,  with  which  thefe  and  others  were  painted,  anl'wcrs  to 
the  VSoad  of  the  old  Britons . 

t  E 7?oiHt?tsov  tzc  ZchftgitTX,  7n^c,vuigt  t *7 y  iveiazx^.  -AtbcnatUS 

L.  1  2.  p.  324, 

u  Humiles  quidem  minutis  atque  raris,  nobiles  verd  latis  fu- 
catis  Sc  denfioribus  notis,  ibid.  Marcellinus  ubi  fupra. 

the 


the  fame  Branches  of  Mejhek’s  Family,  diftinguilh’d 
one  fiom  the  other  ;  lo  all  and  each  of  them  by  this 
Rite,  confefs’d  themfelves  to  be  the  Sons  of  Me- 
Jhek,  by  what  Names  foever  they  were  called,  and 
which  were  afTumed  perhaps  from  the  Family  way 
or  manner  of  painting  themfelves,  or  from  fome 
other  Cuftom  peculiar  to  each.  And  I  fhould  not 
be  furprized  to  be  told,  that  the  Chickafaws  and 
Creeks  or  Ufchefees ,  who  are  Neighbours  to  the  Che- 
rokees,  are  painted  too;  and  if  they  be,  then  we 
may  expeft  that  each  of  them  have  fome  other  Fa¬ 
mily  Mark,  which  is  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  by 
which  they  perhaps  are  denominated,  and  known. 
For  fo  we  find  the  Cherokees  to  have  ;  and  it  is  the 
Mark ,  on  which  I  lay  the  greater  Strefs,  becaufe  it 
is  that ,  I  prefume,  from  which  they  take  their 
Name. 

7.  The  Cherokee  is  not  only  the  painted ,  but  the 
shorn  or  bald-pated  w  Indian,  having  no  hair  on 
his  Head ,  and  wearing  a  Kind  of  Skull  Cap ,  as  fays 
the  Evening-Poft :  another  material  and  glaring 
Proof  of  their  Scythian  Origin.  For  the  Cherokee , 
under  this  Form,  is  the  very  Man,  whom  Sopho- 

w  tZD'ITnp  Keruchees  [for  fo  J  would  write  the  NameJ/w, 
or  bald pated .  This  will  give  the  Man  the  Appearance  of  be¬ 
ing  Capitoy  longheaded ;  as  the  Macrones  are  faid 

t6  have  been  by  the  ScholiaF  on  Apollonius  R.  L.  1.  v.  1024. 
In  this  Senle  the  Name  Keruchees  anfwers  to  the  Family  Name 
Mo) chi  y  and  is  of  the  fame  Import,  if  we  fetch  the  laF  from 
pW  refccuit  ;  a  Senfc,  which,  l  am  well  informed,  the  Verb 
Fill  retains  in  Arabic ,  and  perhaps  the  Noun  pi^DD  has  not 
loF  in  Hebrew.  The  Lexicons  give  us  no  Account,  how  this 
Word  comes  to  fignify  Exit  us,  or  Siccitas,  as  Schindler  expounds 
it  in  voce  /l*in  ;  but  if  we  deduce  it  from  the  above  mention’d 
Root,  and  tranFate  it  Rejedlio  or  Locus  rejecandis  Urticis ,  it 
will  well  fuit  the  Prophet’s  Meaning,  Zeph.  2,  9.  Surely  Moab 
Jhnll  be  as  Sodom  ;  and  the  Children  of  Ammon  as  Gomorrah , 
mn  mini  Win  pwm  Refedio  Urticarum,  &  EffbFio  Sa Us, 
a  Place  for  cuttiug  Nettles  and  for  digging  Salt ♦ 


cles 
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ties  defcribes,  having  the  Head  Jhorn ,  and  wearing  a 
Skull  Cap ,  after  the  Scythia  n fafloion .  The  two  learn  - 
ed  Rabbles,  R.  Salomon  and  A.  Ezra ,  differ  in  their 
Opinion  concerning  the  Import  of  the  Hebrew 
Word,  from  whence  I  deduce  the  Cherokees  Name; 
the  former  fuppofing  it  to  mean  the  (having  of  the 
Forepart  only;  the  latter  of  the  whole  Head.  Let 
the  Practice  of  the  Cherokees  determine  this  Point , 
though  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  means  only  the 
Forepart;  for  when  Thefeus  had  thus  cut  the  Hair 
of  his  Head,  Plutarch  tells  us,  that  this  was  done 
after  the  manner  of  the  Abantes-,  who  are  known 
to  have  let  their  Hair  grow  behind  ;  and  who  be¬ 
ing  a  Colony  of  the  Thracians ,  or  rather  Scythians, 
did  fo  after  their  Country-Fafhion,  as  Euftathius 
notes.  * 

A  Cuftom  fo  fingular  as  this,  mull:  owe  its  Rife 
to  an  adequate  Caufe  ;  and  the  fteady  anti  perfe- 
vering  obfervance  of  it,  through  fo  many  A<*es, 
muff  be  aferibed  to  the  great  Strefs  and  Weight’, 
which  was  laid  upon  it  at  it’s  firft  Inftitution  ;  ef- 
pecially  fince  it  is  notorious,  that  fhaving  a  Part  of 
the  Head  only  was  very  antiently  inflicted  as  a 
Mark  of  Infamy  and  Difgrace ;  and  that  the  Term 
femirqfi  is  a  known  Epithet  of  Slaves,  y  Such  in¬ 
deed  the  Scythian  was  ulually  efteem’d,  and  we  find 
him  oppofed  to  the  free  Man  by  St.  Paul,  Col.  3.  n. 
For  he  was  often  fold  for  fuch,  even  by  his  own 
Countrymen;  and  Mejhek  is  recorded  by  Ezekiel ,  c. 
27.  13.  to  have  brought  his  Slaves  to  the  Market  of 
Tyre,  as  his  Sons  do  at  this  day  perhaps  to  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Merchants.  And  for  this  Realon  we  may  be 
aflured,  that  the  Cherokees  have  fomc  ether  Mean- 

x  Notes  on  Dionyfitts  P.  1.  520* 

y  Frontes  literati,  cap  ilium  j  emir  aft ,  Sc  pedes  annulati.  Atu- 
letus  L.  7. 
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j_ng  in  retaining  this  Practice  ;  fince  it  is  abfurd  to 
fuppofe  with  Clearchus  in  Athenacus,  a  that  this  Cuf- 
tom  was  firft  impofed  upon  them  by  way  of  Punifh- 
nient  and  Difgrace,  when  we  find  it  univerfally  ob- 
ferved  by  their  Poiterity  in  different  Parts  of  the 
^  orld.  And,  I  believe,  you,  Sir,  will  conclude 
with  me,  that  the  Practice  of  lhaving  Slaves,  who 
wer t  not  Scythians  by  Nation,  is  a  Proof  that  the 
Scythians  were  fhaven  on  another  Account ;  and, 
whereas  the  Slave  was  fcmirafus ,  half-Jhorn ,  that 
the  1'on fur  a  Scythica,  the  Scythian  Tonfure,was  only 
in  part  •,  on  the  Forehead,  after  the  Fafhion  of  the 
Ahantes.  —  In  imitation  of  the  Scythian  Cuftom  of 
marking  and  ftaining  their  Bodies,  it  became  ufual 
alfo  to  brand  and  ftigmatize  Slaves ;  but  in  De¬ 
fiance  of  the  perverfe  and  difcouraging  Turn  the 
Antients  gave  to  this  Scythian  Practice  alfo,  the 
Scythians  ftill  efieem’d  it  a  Note  of  Gentility  to  be 
fo  mark’d,  and  mean  and  bafe  to  be  otherwife.  b 
And  their  refolute  Adherence  to  both  thefe  Cuf- 
toms  of  painting  their  Bodies  and  fhaving  their 
Heads,  notwithllanding  the  Endeavours  of  Man¬ 
kind  to  fhame  them  out  of  them  ;  and  the  infa- 


a  L.  12.  p.  524. 

b  Oi  'Ei>£ca7rouoi  B-g&zts  vfvrx f,  Kg/.vovri<;  iv 

etfyj'ts  5  r'o  <zvy.Tov'  Euftathius  in  Dionyfium  F 

founds  the  Thracian  with  the  Scythian,  as  others  do.  - - - 

“  The  T ungut  Tartars  llain  their  Forehead,  Cheeks  and  Chin 
<c  with  a  Thread  lleepd  in  black  Greafe  ;  which  leaving  a  Mark 
“behind  it  [i.  e.  in  Streaks ,  as  was  obferved  in  Note  p]  they 
“  think  is  extremely  beautiful.”  Mr.  JJbranV  s  Account  of  his 
Journey  from  Mo j  cow  to  China ,  pig.  395.  at  the  End  of  Mr. 
Mott  ley's  Hift.  of  Peter  J.  Thefe  Tartars  are  of  the  Family  of 
Mcjhek,  1  prelume  ;  nor  is  this  the  only  Mark  they  bear  of  Mc- 
Jh  k's  Sons ;  for  being  nfed  to  remove,  p.  397.  and  to  fhift  their 
Habitations,  which  are  Calkins  made  of  Bark,  they  prove  them- 
fclvcs  to  be  a  Tribe  of  the  antient  Scythians :  and  if  they  fhave 
the  Head,  as  fome  of  the  Tartars  are  laid  to  do,  then  they  agree 
with  the  Chcrokees  in  another  Rite. 


i?  fxh  to  \Tiyjtoo\i 
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mous  Purpofes  they  applied  them  to ;  perfwades 
me  that  fomething  more  is  meant  and  intended  by 
thefe  Cuftoms,  than  is  generally  thought :  that 
they  are  the  Not^e  Gentiliti cc,  the  Marks  or  their 
Family  and  Delcent,  by  which  they  have  flood  dif- 
tinguifh’d  through  the  Length  of  Time  from  all 
other  People  ;  and  by  which  they  were  determin’d 
to  diftinguifh  themfelves. 

For  the  Scythians ,  Sir,  were  extremely  tenacious 
of  their  own  Cuftoms,  and  watchfull  over  every  At¬ 
tempt  that  was  made  to  introduce  among  them  the 
Cuftoms  of  foreign  Nations,  and  even  thofe  ot 
other  Scythians .  c  An  Inftance  of  their  ftridt  Ob- 
fervance  of  their  Family  Rites  is  given  us  by  Dio¬ 
dorus^  in  what  he  lavs  of  the  Macrones  upon  their 
entring  into  a  Treaty  ot  Alliance  with  the  Grecians 
under  Xenophon.  This  they  did  by  the  exchange  of  a 
Spear,  giving  the  Grecians  one  made  after  their 
manner,  and  accepting  from  them  another  of  the 
Grecian  fort :  adding,  that  this  Rite  had  been  trans¬ 
mitted  to  them  by  their  Anceftors ,  as  the  ftrongeft 
Pledge  of  Faith  they  could  give  A  And  if  their  An¬ 
ceftors  had  thought  it  necelfary  to  preferibe  Rules 
to  their  Family  in  Points  fo  unimportant ,  and  their 
Pofterity  are  found  to  have  paid  fo  precife  and 
religious  a  Regard  to  thofe  Rules,  we  cannot 
doubt  either  of  their  Anceftors  Care  in  laying 
down  Diredtions  in  Matters  of  greater  Moment, 
or  of  their  Pofterity’s  Obedience  thereto.  They 
wuuld  not  fail,  for  inftance,  of  acquainting  their 
Children  with  their  Origin  and  Dcfcent ;  ,  or  of 
eftablifhing  certain  Cuftoms,  which  might  prelerve 


C  HavioKn  JV  'jctAcxoiTZ  xtoi  eerie*)',  Qiu^svtr.,  [AKTci  yi  u>v 

Xuv'  Herodotus  L.  4.  281.  fee  a](o  p  284. 

d  0;  Trcfjv  zrcipct  uiv  c-xc-lvcov  Xoyyyv  iXxoo]/  /3x^xpy.}c^v,  ccuto'i 
t?&rivtx.lw  7  cou7x  yxp  t^xcuo  ccotgis  ci  fiu(fxpci  ftet,  H  goyovav 

‘GrxpipuijG 7nfiv  [ItocuQ'rx'i  x‘  I..  4*  p*  4 1  ^ . 
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a  faithful  and  obvious  Remembrance  thereof  to  lateft 
Ages.  And  in  fad  it  appears,  that  the  feveral  Na¬ 
tions  of  the  Earth  were  able  to  afcertain  and  de¬ 
duce  their  Pedigree  from  their  refpedive  Founders  : 
we  find  them  often  aflerdng  their  Genealogy,  and 
contending  with  one  another  for  the  Priority  of 
Exiftence  ;  wnich  they  could  not  have  done  with¬ 
out  an  authentic  C1  radition  and  Memorial  of  their 
Del'cent.  It  was  not  without  reafon,  that  the  Scy¬ 
thians,  the  Sons  of  Mejhek, maintained  againft  the  £, 
gyp  u  ass,  tne  Sons  of  Mizraim ,  that  they  were  the 
rnoi  e  an! tent  People ;  for  Mejhek  was  the  Son  of 
Japhet,  tne  eldeji  Son  of  Noah ,  and  Mizraim  the 
Son  of  Ham,  who  was  the  youngejl.  And  the  feem- 
ingiy  abfurd  Pretences,  which  fome  of  them  made 
to  magnify  their  high  Antiquity,  are  evident  Proofs 
that  they  knew  tneir  own  Original,  f  or  when  the 
EgypU ans  afierted,  that  Mankind  was  generated, 
from  the  Slime  and  Mud  of  the  River  Nile ,  they 
meant  nothing  elfe  than  that  all  Mankind  descend¬ 
ed  from  their  Father  Mizraim .e  And  the  A- 
thenian :  confronted  this  Pretence  with  another  e- 
quahy  juft,  and  as  indy  founded;  for  in  ft yh ng 
themlelves  the  Sons  of  Earth,  they  confefted  therm 
felves  to  be  the  Defcendents  of  Javan.  And  if  the 
Athenian,  ornamenting  his  Flair  with  golden  Graft 
hoppers,  intended  this  as  a  Badge  of  Honour,  and 
a  Mark  of  his  Family,  and  herein  boafted  of  being 
a  Son  of  the  Earth,  i.  e.  of  Javan ;  I  may  venture 
to  fay  on  the  fame  Principle  that  the  Cherokee, 


e  *"iSfD  f  Agger  f.  Terra  cfFoffy  Sc  aggefta  Maris.  JVD 
Macon,  i,  c.  a  favane  f.  Tuto  oriundus  ;  feu  Tense  filius.  So 
MocKiTccf  and  are  die  Sons  of  Cbittim  and  Carians  or 

S. i angers.  And  tlic  Name  1 \lacar,  and  JMacaria  given  to  many 
Jdand.%  denotes  that  they  were  firft  occupied  by  the  Carians  ; 
ivho  were  Pirates  and  Freebooters  :  hence  the  Proverb  Mol- 
May  you  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Carians . 
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wearing  a  Skull-Cap  &  painting  his  Face,  has  the 
fame  Thing  in  View,  i.  e.  to  own  himfelf  to  be  a 
painted  and  bald-pated  Scythian ,  the  Defcendent  of 
Mejhek , 

Perhaps  it  may  be  found,  and  I  fufpeft  it  will 
be,  that  Religion  has  now  fome  Share  in  thefe  Cus¬ 
toms,  and  that  thefe  Ample  Inftitutions  of  their 
Anceftors  have  been  fince  abufed  by  their  Pofterity 
to  fuperftitious  Purpofes.  We  have  already  leen, 
that  the  MoJJynxci  were  all  painted  from  their  In¬ 
fancy  ;  and  perhaps  this  was  done, when  the  Infant 
was  firft  initiated  into  their  religious  Rites.  Such 
however  was  the  antient  Praftice  of  cutting  the 
Hair  of  adult  Perfons ;  fuch  likewife  was  the  De- 
lign  of  the  Arabian  Tonfure,  a  Ceremony  ufed  by 
that  People  in  honour  of  Bacchus ,  as  Herodotus  in¬ 
forms  us  in  his  firft  Book,  I  think.  And  if  Reli¬ 
gion  hath  given  it’s  Sanction  to  either ,  or  both  Cuf- 
toms  of  the  Cherokees ,  and  they  are  now  p raft i fed 
by  them  as  religious  Rites,  the  firft  and  original 
Defign,  intended  in  their  Inftitution,  is  ftill  pro¬ 
moted,  and  the  Obfervance  of  them  bound  upon 
the  Cherokees  by  Jlronger  Ties.  By  them  they  are 
ftill  divided  not  only  from  other  Families,  but  from 
the  feveral  Branches  alfo  of  their  own  :  and  thefe 
Rites  are  to  be  confidered  by  us  in  a  higher  Light 
than  that  of  Drefs  and  Habit ;  they  are  the  dilcri- 
minating  Notes  of  the  Cherokee's  Religion. 

8.  And  thefe  are  the  jnreft  Marks  we  can  follow 
in  tracing  out  the  Origin  of  a  People ;  for  religious 
Cuftoms  are  moft  lafting,  and  lefs  liable  to  Change 
or  In  novation.  It  is  true,  the  Scythians  by  their 
fingular  Abftinence,  Integrity  and  Simplicity  of 
Lite,  long  retained  the  primitive  Cuftoms  and  Man¬ 
ners  of  their  Family  in  other  Refpefts ;  and  Strabo 
aicribes  this  to  their  abftaining  from  all  Commerce 

or 
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or  Traffick  for  the  fake  of  Gain,  f  We  may  hope 
therefore  that  the  prefent  State  of  the  Cherokee  Na¬ 
tions  will  furnifh  us  with  fundry  other  Circum- 
Itances,  m  civil  or  focial  Life,  to  paint  the  Like- 
nels>  I  have  endeavoured  to  draw  between  them 
and  the  Scythians,  in  ftronger  Colours.  I  am  now 

I  was,  by  means  of 
the  Paper  you,  Sir,  fent  me  this  Week  *  and 
wherein  I  found  the  following  Extract. 


L.  Chronicle  of  July  29.  1762.  Some  Account  of 
the  Cherokees,  as  given  by  Lieutenant  General 
Oglethorpe.  '  < 

<c  On  the  back  of  Georgia  and  Carolina  are  three 
“  confiderable  Nations,  called  the  Cherokees ,  Chick- 
afa'wS')  Creeks  or  Ufchefees .  The  Cherokees  inhabit 
c"  among  the  Mountains,  from  whence  the  River 
Savanna  defcends.  Thefe  Indians  are  not  the 
eC  mojl  warlike ,  nor  of  the  larger  Stature  ;  but  are 
more  accuftom  d  to  labour  a?id  live  upon  Corn ,  than 
<c  to  procure  their  Suftenance  by  hunting.  They 
cc  have  about  five  thoufand  Warriors  or  Hunters ; 
<c  for  the  Indian  Nations  are  divided  into  two 
cc  Kinds  of  Men  :  thole  whom  they  call  Warriors  • 
or  Hunters,  are  like  the  antient  Gentlemen  in 
cC  Europe ,  whofe  fingle  Profefiion  was  Arms  and 
the  Chafe.” 

Phefe  Indians  look  upon  the  End  of  Life  to  be 
“  living  happily.  Tor  this  Purpofe  their  whole  Cuf- 
cc  toms  are  calculated  to  prevent  Avarice ;  which 
ct  they  fay  embitters  Life  ^  and  nothing  is  a  feverer 
cc  Reflexion  among  them,  than  to  fay  that  a  Man 

f  tv  t ols  crv!A,'oo?*(/.ois  tm  u^yvQ/i<ru.M  l ZivTOis.  JLib.  “J . 

pag.  300. 
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dc  loves  his  own.  To  prevent  the  Rife  and  Propa- 
“  gation  of  fuch  a  Vice,  they,  upon  the  Death  of 
66  any  Indian,  burn  all  that  belongs  to  the  deceafed, 
“  that  there  may  be  no  Temptation  to  the  Parent 
“  to  hoard  up  a  Superfluity  of  Arms  and  domeftic 
c<  Conveniences ,  their  chief  Lreafures ,  for  their  child- 
“  ren.  They  ftrengthen  this  Cuftom  by  a  Super- 
<c  ftition,  that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  Souls  of  the  de- 
“  ceafed  to  burn  all  they  leave,  and  that  Afflictions 
“  follow  them  who  ufe  any  of  their  Goods.  They 
“  cultivate  no  more  Land,  than  is  neceflary  for 
cc  their  plentiful  Subfiftence,  and  Hofpitality  to 
“  Strangers.  They  ufe  neither  Horles  nor  Plows 
“  in  Agriculture,  but  inftead  of  ploughing  or  dig- 
6C  ging  hoe  their  Fields  by  common  Labour .  The  reit 
“  of  the  Year  they  fpend  in  hunting;  and  when 
“  they  are  injured  by  any  other  Nation,  as  fup- 
“  pofing  one  of  their  own  Nation  to  be  killed,  they 
“  fend  to  demand  Satisfaction  *,  but  if  this  is  refufed, 
“  they  make  Reprifals  upon  the  firft  they  can  take 
“  of  the  Nation  that  committed  the  Injury.  Thus 
“  their  Wars  begin,  which  are  very  frequent ,  and 
“  carried  on  with  great  Rage  *,  there  not  being  any 
“  People  in  the  World  braver,  or  more  dexterous  in 
“  the  Ufe  of  their  Arms,  and  Manner  of  fighting 
“  among  Woods  and  Mountains  ;  none  more  pa- 
“  tient  of  labour,  or  fvvifter  on  foot.  ” 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  Mr.  Oglethorp  has  deferibed 
the  Manners  of  the  Cherokees  in  very  peculiar  and 
exprefiive  Terms,  and  affigned  to  them  lundry 
Ways ,  that  are  divers  from  thole  of  the  generality 
of  Mankind  :  And  yet,  I  muft  obferve  that  molt 
of  thefe,  almolt  neceflarily,  refult  from  the  firft 
Note  I  laid  down  for  diftinguifhing  the  Sons  of  Mc- 
fhek,  and  are  the  natural  Confequences  of  their  be¬ 
ing  Scythians.  For  their  [trolling  and  unfettled  Life, 

as 


as  before  hinted,  put  them  all  on  the  fame  Level, 
in  a  State  ot  Equality  and  Independence  ;  conse¬ 
quently  [  i  ]  they  had  no  King,  as  Arrian  s  fays  of 
the  Sanni  or  Macrones ;  and  is  equally  true  of  the 
Cherokees :  their  Chief  being,  as  the  King  of  the 
Mojfynai  feems  to  have  been,  occafionally  chofen, 
and  upon  a  Dillike  again  fet  afide  ;  whom  A.  Mar- 
cellinus  h  more  properly  ftyles  Judex  a  Judo-'e,  and 
tells  us  that  he  was  the  Chief  Warrior,  he  who  was 
of  the  mod  approved  Experience  in  War.  [2]  They 
had  all  Things  in  common  :  juft  as  the  Cherokees  are 
faid  to  cultivate  their  Lands  by  common  Labour, 
and  the  MoJJynasci  to  have  had  a  general  Magazine 
or  Store-Houfe  of  Corn,  mm  %y,  for  the  publick 
Ufe.  Some  of  them,  I  confefs,  carried  this  Principle 
a  little  too  far,  even  to  a  Community  of  Wives; 
and  then  it  followed,  that  all  the  Children  were 
equally  efteemed  the  Children  of  the  Public. 

3  ]  They  had  no  private  Property;  the  Scythian 
iad  nothing  of  his  own,  but  his  Sword  and  his 
Cup  or  Platter,  Strabo  p.  300.  and  the  chief  Tre a- 
fires  of  the  Cherokees  are  their  Arms  and  domeftic 
Conveniences.  [4]  There  was  no  Room  for  Avarice-, 
and  the  Scythian  of  all  Men  living  was  the  leaft 
anxious  about  making  a  Purfe,  i  or  leaft  tempted 
to  embitter  his  Life ,  and  difquiet  himfelf  in  heaping 
Riches,  for  which  he  had  no  Ufe.  [5]  Free  from 
fuch  Cares  he  is  gay  and  debonnaire  ;  and  view  him 

£  VE Stoj  uZxnte vtvv.  Peripl.  p.  11.  So  Mr.  Grotius  fays  of 
the  North  Americans y  deinde  quod  ex  its plurimi  fine  c  omnium  Im- 
perio  vixerint ,  Cyclopum  more ,  ut  nunc  quoquc  fit  in  Florida  ;  cui 
confequcns  fiuit ,  ut  fin gu  Ice  Tamil  ice  propria  fibi  finxerint  Voca- 
lula.  p.  11. 

h  Servitus  quid  fit  ignorabant ,  cmncs  gcncrcfio  Sanguine  pro¬ 
create  fiudiccjque  ctia?n  nunc  eligunt ,  diuturno  bcllandi  ufiu  fipcc - 

tatos.  Lib.  31.  cap.  2.  He  fpeaks  of  the  Alani ,  who  lived  in 
Carts. 

i  See  Note  f. 
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nlorie  in  his  Hutt,  you  will  find  him  talking  to  hinU 
felfl  and  laughing  and  dancings  Xenophon  p.  393. 
or  read  his  Character,  given  by  other  antient  Au¬ 
thors,  and  He  is  the  Man,  who  places  his  whole 
Happinefs  in  Sport  and  Merriment ;  or,  in  the  Ge¬ 
neral’s  Words,  who  looks  upon  the  End  of  Life 
to  be  living  happily  k  —  Thefe  Manners,  as  they  are 
oppofite  to  the  ufual  Practice  of  Mankind,  fo  are 
they  natural  to  a  Scythian  ;  and  therefore  I  venture 
to  appropriate  them  wholly  to  Mefhek's  Sons ;  de¬ 
ducing  them  from  the  firft  and  moft  obvious  Cha- 
radteriftic  of  his  Family,  from  their  dwelling  in  Lents 
and  flitting  from  Place  to  Place . 

This  Clan  of  Scythians ,  though  they  agree  in 
many  Refpedts  with  their  Brethren,  the  wandering 
Scythians ,  yet  differ  in  others,  and  are  eafily  dil- 
tinguiih’d.  [6]  They  are  all  hafty  and  quick  of 
Refentment,  and  brave  in  War;  fo  that  they  are 
often  quarelling  with  their  Neighbours,  and  then 
again  making  Peace ; 1  it  is  no  wonder  therefore 
that  Wars  are  frequent  among  them .  But  [  7  ]  the 
former  are  Men  of  the  ffri&eft  Honour,  and  never 
commence  Hoftilities,  till  they  have  previoufiy  de¬ 
clared  War,  and  appointed  the  Place,  Day  and 
Hour  of  Battle :  m  and  the  Cherokees ,  when  they  are 


k  Tibareni  - quibus  in  rifu  luluquc  fummum  Bonum  eft. 

Pomponius  M.  cited  by  Mr  Bocbart  p.  ].  3.  c.  12.  as  is  Epborus 
to  the  fame  Purpofe.  They  both  relate  this  of  the  Tibareni ; 
but  the  moft  learned  Dr.  Hutckinjon  juftly  fufpedts  that  they 
miftake  them  for  the  RloJJyntsci .  Differ  t .  Cyro  minori  prrcfixa 

p:  16.  as  I  fuppofe  the  Scholiaft  on  Apollonius  doth  alfo  in 
Note  ?n. 

1  Toixtos  Kj  0  t  N ofto/,  Jhv  (ilos,  acl  rcig  zr\r,<no)>  i 71171^%- 

fyiav,  Ton  oi'j  dfj.faotrioiS/jHv,  Strabo  L.  ii.  p.  31 1. 

mt  Tioocowo],  i S-yaj  Zkv&ck,  the  Dwellers  in  Tents,  &kcuoto6- 

ro{f  teywra/t  xo'tnoTi  [ifyy'i  nu  avnXxvoy,  c-i  u'v,  y? 

yvXcixv  ifMgoty  ^  TOKO*  fax*  r  Schol.  in  Apoil 

R.  h  2.  v,  101  2. 
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onius 


D 


m- 


(  24  ) 

injured ,  firll:  fend  to  demand  Satisfaction .  [8]  Thefe 

Indians ,  fays  Mr.  Oglethorpe ,  ^  #0/  the  mojl  war¬ 
like  ;  and  it  is  true,  that  herein  all  the  Sons  of 
Mejhck  were  ever  outdone  by  the  ’Thracians  the  Sons 
ofTiras ,  who  lived  by  the  Sword.  [9]  They  are 
more  accuftom’d  to  labour  and  live  upon  Corn ;  which 
is  another  remarkable  Note  of  Difference  between 
the  Scythian ,  that  dwelt  in  Tents,  and  the  wan¬ 
dering  Scythian ,  as  Strabo  and  Arrian  make  it  to 
be  ; n  the  former  calling  him  a  Hufbandman ,  and 
the  latter  one  that  lived  upon  Corn ,  in  dire6t  op- 
pofition  to  the  latter.  But  others  of  them  were 
Graziers  and  Herdfmeny  as  the  Bechires  and  Sanni 
were  at  Pontus ,  and  the  Cowkeepers  Gang  are  now 
among  the  Creeks  ;  and  they  all  fall  under  that 
Part  of  Mejhek’s  Family,  who  dwelt  in  Tents,  how¬ 
ever  they  may  vary  from  each  other  in  certain 
Particulars. 

Here,  Sir,  I  flop  ;  having  now  tired  you,  I  fup- 
pofe,  with  the  unentertaining  and  obfolete  Fafhions 
of  Antiquity,  and  a  Heap  of  learned  Quotations  ; 
which  the  Companion  I  undertook  to  draw  be¬ 
tween  the  Cherokees  and  the  ancient  Dependents  of 
Mefhek ,  conflrained  me  to  fet  before  you.  It  is 
now  left  to  your  and  my  Readers  Judgment,  whe¬ 
ther  a  Family -Likenefs  be  not  difcernible  in  both; 
i.  e.  whether  what  I  have  faid  makes  it  probable, 
according  to  th z  former  Part  of  my  Affertion,  that 

n  Ot  fx\v  01  x^  x^  Tiagyol.  Herodotus 

L.  4.  &  Strabo  L.  1 1.  p.  492.  Arrian,  as  he  is  quoted  by  Eu- 
itathius  in  his  Notes  on  Dionyfius  v.  669.  fays  the  Scythians, 
before  they  became  Nomades  Strollers^  were  oiTotpuyoi  xq  vgerygis, 
i.  e.  jnrn  OltfD  Amos  9.  13.  Sowers  of  Seed ,  led  thereto  per¬ 
haps  from  another  lenfe  of  their  Father’s  Name  “jC/D  traba ,  a 
Hopper  or  Seed-Bajhet ,  which  the  Sower  carries  before  him, 
when  he  fows  the  Corn.  Hence  they  gave  out  that  the  P/ow  and: 
the  Yoke  alfo  dropped  down  from  Heaven  to  them. 

the 
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the  Cherokee  is  a  Dependent  of  Mejhek.  1  own  my- 
fclf  ftill  indebted  to  you  for  fomething  more -,  i.  e. 
to  make  good  the  latter  Part,  and  to  prove  the 
Cherokee's  Relation  to  the  antient  Britons  ;  but  too 
much  hath  been  already  faid,  it  I  have  mi  l  earned 
in  my  firft  Attempt :  nor  is  it  of  great  Importance, 
if  I  have. 

The  Point  I  am  mod  concern’d  for  is  this,  1  hat 
-no  Conclufion  may  be  haftily  drawn  in  Prejudice 
to  the  Rule  laid  down,  for  deferying  and  afeertaining 
the  Manners  of  each  Family ,  from  the  ill  Ufe  I  may 
be  found  to  have  made  of  it  *,  being  affured  as  I 
am,  that  a  clofe  Attention  to  the  feveral  Senfes  of 
the  Family-iV^/#?,  is  the  Rule,  which  Scripture 
gives  us,  for  tracing  out  the  Manners  of  that  Fa¬ 
mily  _  The  Rule,  ‘  which  Jacob  oblerved,  in  fore¬ 
telling  to  his  Sons,  what  floould  befall  them  fn  the 
loft  Days ,  Gen.  49.  1.  and  which  will  enable  the 
learned  Enquirer  —  to  give  a  more  precife  and  ac¬ 
curate  Account  of  the  firft  Difperlion  of  Mankind, 
than  hath  hitherto  been  offered  —  to  explain  the 
feveral  Cuftoms  and  Manners  of  each  People,  and 
thereby  —  to  account  for  fundry  Peculiarities, 
feemingly  abfurd  and  extravagant,  which  have  not 
yet  been  well  accounted  for  —  to  range  the  feveral 
Branches  of  each  Family,  however  diversified,  un¬ 
der  their  proper  Head  *,  and,  what  I  have  princi¬ 
pally  in  view,  in  doing  this  —  to  do  Honour  to  the 
Holy  Scriptures .  Since  if  it  be  found,  as  I  prefume 
it  may,  that  Mofes^  in  recording  the  Names  of  the 
Patriarchs  Gen .  10.  has  affign’d  a  Name  to  each, 
which  is  expreffive  and  declaratory  of  the  Manners 
of  the  Defcendents,  there  will  arife  a  Proof  of  the 
Authenticity  of  thofe  facred  Oracles,  which  hath  not 
yet  been  confidered  or  evinced. 

Thus  I  account  to  you.  Sir,  for  my  Application 
of  this  Rule  in  tracing  out  the  Origin  of  the  Chero - 

D  2  kceSy 


kees,  one  of  the  American  Nations;  a  Subject  which 
the  celebrated  Grotius  judg’d  not  unworthy  of  his 
Confideration,  nor  unufeful  to  the  then  prefent  and  fu¬ 
ture  Ages  ;  and  which,  if  purfued  by  this  or  fome 
other  better  Rule  [as  we  may  now  p  hope  it  will  ] 
may  give  us  a  more  fatisfaftory  Hiftory  of  thefe 
Nations,  than  we  have  hitherto  received.  But  this 
may  not  be  all.  I  he  38th  and  39th  Chapters  of  E- 
zekiel  contain  a  Prophcy,  not  yet  fulfilled ;  and 
which  may  be  brought  to  pafs,  in  God’s  due  time, 
by  them,  d  his  I  mention  with  the  profoundeft 
Reverence  and  Modejiy.  But,  whereas  the  northern 
Parts  v.  15.  from  which  this.  Storm  will  ariie,  will 
luit  the  northern  Parts  of  America ,  as  well  as  of 
Europe  •,  and  Gog  of  the  Land  of  Magog,  i.  e.  Tar- 
tary  [  the  Mogul  Tartars  being  at  this  Day  called 
Magog  by  the  Arabian  Writers]  will  mean  thofe 
Sons  of  Magog,  who  out  of  Tartary  pa  (fed  into  A- 
hierica  through  the  Streights  of  Anien ;  and  return¬ 
ing  back  into  Europe  the  fame  Way,  may  one  Day 
league  themfelves  with  their  Brethren  in  Europe  un¬ 
der  the  Banner  of  the  Turk.  —  Whereas  alfo  the  fix'1 

o  The  London  Chronicle  of  Aug.  28.  informs  us,  “That  a 
“  Vl?r>’  curious  Book  has  been  lately  publilh’d  in  the  German 
Language  by  an  ingenious  Author,  whofe  Name  is  Kraft, 
“  Concerning  the  principal  Inftitutions  Cujloms  and  Opinions  of 
tc the  favage  Rations. 

1  P  G°g  or  Magog  the  Prince  of  Ras,  i.  e.  Tiras  I  fuppofe  [his 

Children  being  called,  I  prefume,  the  Children  of  Rafies  Jgd. 
2.  23.]  fb cjhek ,  '  1  ubal , ,  Corner  and  Togarmah.  Thefe  are  the  Fa¬ 
milies  of  the  northern  Parts.  And  though  Perjia  [by  which  I 
I  underhand  not  Elam ,  which  is  Perfia  ftrittly  fo  called,  but  DID 

itj  2ijc/,(zxr ogcA  tu)v  $.7veovj  that  Medley  of  People,  which  un¬ 
der  the  Per fiaii  Rings  compofed  the  Diftridt  of  Pars',  juft  as 
in  Scripture  the  Word  Czrzny  the  /Iranians  means  the  mix’d 
Families  of  TJbmarV\ s  and  Keturah's  Sons]  Cujb  and  Phut ,  the 
wandring  African  be  mention’d  with  thefe,  yet  I  believe  thefe  1  ail 
are  the  Inhabitants  of  South  America  ;  among  fome  of  whom, 
who  perhaps  are  fome  of  Abraham's  Dependents  by  IJhmael  or 
fCeturah ,  the  Rite  of  Circumcifion  is  ftill  preferved. 
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Sons  of  Japhet ,  whom  the  Prophet  mentions,  were 
always  Neighbours,  and  moft  probably  will  be 
found  the  Families,  of  which  the  American  Nations 
of  the  North  now  confift.  —  Whereas  Gog  their 
Chief,  and  his  Sons  are  the  fierce  and  rebellious 
Titans,  who  of  old  obftinately  withftood  the  Will  of 
Heaven  ;  and  the  Americans  feem  not  much  dif- 
pofed  to  embrace  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  many  Opportunities  they  have  had  of 
fo  doing  near  200  Years.  —  Whereas,  laftly,  Do¬ 
minion  or  Empire,  which  we  can  eafily  trace  from 
its  firft  Rife  in  the  Eaft,  in  it’s  Progrefs  through 
Af.a  into  Europe ;  and  there  never  continuing  in 
one  Stay,  but  creeping  forwards  towards  the 
North  ,  will  probably  go  on  fhifting  its  Place  of 
Refidence,  till,  having  fettled  on  every  European 
Nation  in  it’s  turn,  it  will  pafs  over  into  America , 
and  there  be  finally  concluded.  —  On  thefe  Pre- 
mifes,  I  truft,  it  will  not  appear  irreverent  or  im- 
fnodejl  in  me,  as  it  will  alfo  lhew  the  Ufe  of  fuch 
Enquiries,  and  the  Interejl  we  have  therein,  to  pro- 
pofe,  and  leave  to  your  and  my  Reader’s  Confidera- 
tion,  the  following  Queftions, 

Whether  the  prelent  Nations  of  North  America 
may  not  in  fact  confift  of  thofe  Families,  which 
are  exprefly  mentioned  by  Ezekiel  ?  And, 

Whether  their  Prince  and  Leader  may  not  one 
Day  unite  and  gather  them  together,  to  fet  at  De¬ 
fiance  their  prefent  European  Mafters ;  to  wreft  the 
Dominion  out  of  their  Hands,  and  in  their  turn 
[  for  fo  the  Prophet’s  Words  v.  12.  will  mean  ]  to 
spoil  the  Spoilers  and  to  plunder  the 
Plunderers. 

I  r 

I  am. 

Sir,  with  all  due  Refpefl:,  Tour’s,  &c. 
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Page  15.  line  2.  infert  the  following  Note. 

T£ov  \x.y.i>LX£pi)o$  [viz ,  <pc£&,  or  fome  fuch  Word,  uuderltood] 
Atbenaui  L.  9.  ad  finem.  where  he  afterwards  fhews,  that  £«- 
®5^r,7fo»  means  fometimes  a  Covering  or  Ornament  of  the  Head., 


